198 Book REviEws

plutse-solubtlity analysts, conntercurrent distribution,  ton-ex-
cllange and molecnlar sieve processes, the determination of
water, and enzymes as analytieal reagents are included. There
are also thorough discussions of instrimental tecluiques along
with partition and adsorption chromatography.

Tlie final chapter, The Analytical Problem, deals with samnpling,
statistical interpretation of data, the analytical liternture, and
“method of choice.”” It is a most valuable 20 pages, which
could profitably be expanded in future editions.  Alist of “‘nante”
reagents, tests, and methods has also thoughtfully been included.

This excellent textbook is topped off by being extensively
referenced, and many laboratory experimments and study prob-
lems have been ineluded throughout.
Purrip Morris REskarcd CENTER JaMEs LeHEANDIA
RicaMoND, VIRGINIA

Ethnopharmacologic Search for Psychoactive Drugs. Pro-
ceedings of a Symposium, San Francisco, California, Jaunary
28-30, 1967. Edited by D. H. Erroxn, B. HoLmstipr, and
N. 8. Krixe. Public Health Service Publication No. 1645.
Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. Governmeunt Printing
Office, Washington, D. C. 1967. xxii + 468 pp. 19 X
26.5 em. $4.00.

The lure of faraway places and the often mnysterious folklore
of botanical drngs have enticed generations of chemists and
pharmacologists to study plants and plant produets as sources of
new medicinal agents. Nowhere has this work beent more active
than in the field of psychopharmacology, nor has it diminished in
intensity in spite of the advent of the jet age, hotel chains, and,
alas, the gradual disappearaince of inocent exotic travel at-
tractions. The National Institute of Mental Health arranged
for a sympostut in Jaunary 1967, mnder the chairmanship of
br. Dantel H. Efron, to survey the history, sdence, and art of
present-day psychoactive drngs.  There was an urgency in the
proceedings, because many participantx felt that a few additional
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e strips wonld put coats and ties on the renntnivg prunttive
peoples of this eartl and accelerate the disappearance of their
superstitions and tunherited intnitive folk medicine and religions
ceremonies whicl have given us some of onr elassical CNS-active
agertts,

The participants i the sympositu ranged from anthropologi-
cally inclined ethnologists all the way to psychiatrists, plarni-
cologists, and organie chemists, and their contribntions are
colored accordingly. The etlmologists have furnished dozens of
full-page photographs of seantilly dressed Sonth American ITn-
dians blowing snuff ito their nostrils, then vomiting (p 330)
and dancing in o trance.  They also show long series of pietnres of
stiffing tubes, ceremonial kettles, ete., all very iuteresting but of
only anctllary scientifie interest.  After disposing of empiricisut
and magic of Aztec drugs, the synpositnt turns (o the chemistry
and pharmacology  of Piper methysticum (kava), Myristica

Jragrans (nututeg), snufts like vilewa, epéua, ayahnasca, caapt, and

vagé (harmala alkaloids), and dmanite muscaria (Fly agarie).
Many of these sections are written with great anthority and give
complete reference list~ through 1966. Thus, the use, ubnse,
orgattic structural, biochemieal, and pharmacologieal problems
of these fascinating natnral prodnets have been dealt with tn an
excellent manuer.

What makex this book ltard {0 read ix its lack of proofreading
and editorship.  There are virtually hundreds of misprints;
strange word formations of non-English authors have not been
corrected, even if thev do not exist in Webster.  Discnsston and
introdnctory =ections have not been edited bt are presented jist
as the tape recorders played tliemn back, with stale jokes, mnd
with thonsands of nunecessary plirases and words whicl shonld
Liave been deleted. The National Institute of Mental Ilealth
is to be commended for arranging this symposiuny, the conunittec
o arrattgemnents i« to be congratulated, tlte coutributors are to
be thanked, but o such compliments can be giveu to the editors.
The U. 8. Government Printing Office deserves praize for making
this large and beantifully printed volnme avatlable at $4.00.

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA Abnrrun Brrorg

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINTA



